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---------- . Generally, these objects (reusable

objects) should be cleaned in the central serv-
ices department. They should not be pre-
cleaned in patient-care area because such pre-
cleaning is inefficient and because cleaning by
hand can lead to injury and increased ex-
posure to hepatitis virus. However, some sub-
jects that are heavily soiled, such as used bed
pans, can benefit from precleaning.
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Reusable patient-care equipment . Ideally,

such equipment should be returned to a cen-
tral processing area for decontamination and
reprocessing by trained personnel. When con-
taminated with infective material, equipment



should be bagged and labeled before being

removed from the patient’s room or cubicle

and remain bagged until decontaminated or
sterilized.”
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